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The Post Office Went to War

This month's archive is a new item which we received in September 2010. It is a booklet entitled, "The Post
Office Went to War" by lan Hay, published in 1946 by HMSO. In his foreword in the book, the author states
that he was requested by the Postmaster General to compile "this little record of Post Office service
during the years of the war" in order to highlight the wonderful work done by the Post Office in hard times.
He goes on to say that "l rise from my task a confirmed Post Office fan".

The chapter | have copied to you describes Orkney's contribution to this task. Other chapters in this 94
page booklet cover London, General Post, Military Mail, Wires and Wireless, Engineers and Calais View.

If you would like to see the rest of the booklet, please pop by and ask for reference D1/1094
Other archives we have relating to the Post Office in wartime are:

D87/3 Post Office Records 1913-1947
Decisions, Instructions, Orders, Kirkwall Office

D87/4 Post Office Records 1926-1947
Decisions, Instructions, Orders, Kirkwall Area

D87/6 Post Office Records 1940-1945
Post Office daily diary

D31/20/3/46 Ernest Walker Marwick Collection 19 Jun 1969
Award of British Empire Medal to Isaac Moar, Post Office, Hoy

OSA/373 Orkney Sound Archive €.1980-1993
ROSIE, Alan Topics: Demob, journey home, restless, finding work, post office telephones,
Suez crises, pulling a flanker, borrowed feathers, gunnery changes, Suez crises, hailstones,
sunburn, malaria.

Audio cassette: Summary of contents and transcription available.

Mr Rosie was born in 8 High Street, Kirkwall in 1919 youngest of 10 children, father
belonged to St.Margaret's Hope, mother Foubister, East Breckan, Holm. Father a tailor to
trade. During WWII he worked on several wartime projects before joining the 226 HAA
Battery at Rysa, Lyness.
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Timee baings its revenges, especially in a
pecod ol sl ware Froom rogo tno1g43
Crkrey acdd Shetland, dismizsed o oblivion
in ancient times as Tiana Thale, or © Back
af Beyvond,” found themselves very much in
the picture—even though thal prelure wie
ket shrouded, for sccurity seasons, i the
northern misis,

I is with Orkney thar this clesing chapue
is concerned,  Tew ol e Dlaldiaes of the
adjacent Bland of Creat Brisin have cver
penetrated o char distand region or made the
acquaintanee of ira stoedy, kindly,
dent folk, Itz shores in peacestime wsre
reached from Londsn only aller an intermin-
able land journey, followed by the crossng
of a particularly inhospitable arm of the sea
kowonwns as the Pentlznd Ficch, S the Eaglish
hedalay=maker [Seottish, 100, for thal matier)
wint b Blackaonl or Dunoon instzad.

A aamatler ol b, Orkoey st became
real © news ™ ducing what wae <o kuvwn
as the Grear Wor, when i1 aumiogic import-
wrce, fram Tl 4 ooy 151H. wiE Blarnrnd p Fur
mese af 1w in rhe myaic woeds, © Seapa
Flow," Nobody ouite knew where Scapa
Flovwr was, vr where it Howed to s but it was
genenelly understood char it was some son
of Baween in which the Grand Flest could
repose duning 1y off-hours, secure apgaiasc

Lot e paE-

that mew ared peesrirmaly nndeerated  teccor
of oceen warfare, the submarine.

Cmes, in the summer of 117 I had oecasion
tx visit Chrkney for myself, and  there was
revealed to me ar archipelago of wndulating
green islancs, whem ever the wind blew
sorongrhy bug where there were compensating
|'J.“.11.'s. o ralen sared hesavenly sanshine.,

The islands all has names—fascinating
Momcasounding names like [Ty and Rogald-
{I‘ln‘:.' and Florta and h.‘:.n]':in:.'.h_;l anel, Tseal af
all, fl‘u'p:a Sironszy. Cartain o “hess T
T se disposed by Matore as fo enclose a
sheet of water some ten miles square, pros
vidingr w0 safe and reomv anchorage for
shippive of everv o, And that was Scapa
Flonw,

The st comsulerable of the  islands,
Aamnland (o Poanona], furnishedd the poe-
therm and easicrn cidges ol the Flow,  On
the west law Huy, lofvier chen che rest and
Butrrcascd against the Aclanric collevs an jis
ouwter dank by ored el roon feer high.
Soulh Reneldshay and  Florta filled ke
aouthiem gap. The net remli was an slonsg
lendlocked hartwar pierces] here and these
by rarmow enimnees, any of which could be
sepled at will

The differesee Twtwern the If]'rl-l:rr_‘}' of that
day and this lay o the areamstance hag
Cirkney in 1317 was purcly a2 maval siromg-
hald, from whicl: the Creaod  Flecr comld
cariciae prporal suporvision over the Nerth
Bea nnd the JTuilland coest, wegether with the
sea-lanes that led, between Shecord and
Treland, o the Xorth Aclsinde and  the
American trade mouates,

The atmosphere of war wis thus confined
e ehe Flow isell Ashore, Omsachia remained
as Arcadian as ever, a land of green fislds

ds,



amad purple hesther, dottes with grazing catile
and  sheep amil che seratching-grourd  of
mrmamerable  doanessie bawls,  TUhers was
litth: o no dul._gl'r ol inviesion, aned  the
mermace ol L wic wis '|-::E|i.t|'i'l:|'¢'.,

Bud Tiuee Marches On, espedally where the
invention of now sngines of war is concerned,
Tn cgger, afier Duakirk, the sraxcgic situasion
en [ar g Orkooy s coocerned  reversed
itarll complewcly, The Hun now vocapied
the whnde weatern coast ol Eun_r'l_'pu froar the
North Cape 1o Borceaus, amd Cnkaey, Tying
bess chan go0 milz om Norway, offcra] an
abwvious and converient sprongboard fer the
mvasion of Britain itself  Plainly ther was
e bme to lese. An adeguate milicacy
garrsan must b oansizlled, asrocromes Laid
oul, aod e smticareneft defenoss reinforosd,
eapocially in the acmhibouwrbess] of che low,

In other words, Crkney must be comverned
withour delay inwo a swongly fictifierd naval,
milicary and alr base, cqual only in scope and
il1'l].-'\5u'.:l|.|l.l7 (o Belalia.

A QL weas L I.].'l.rl.l|.-h aod all a o,
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This I'n'ing; s o rhe A, the ._|_|_|_i|,|_'- Loz s—
]'urrﬁ::h'lr naTt, ]'ul.-'n_.'ﬂ'I in rhe nr_gﬁni_-:m,j-,.u b
the Orcadian defence scheme by the Post
Cffice,  But before going int routine decails,
et vs consider the effect of the midden and
treaien o 1|.|:||‘|1!:u.'.|1 of LR T the lif=
af Crekney el

Thire wes a population of aloat w000,
deastined i the course of two years o be
almms! teclied.  Ac mmeediawe andd inerses-
ing strain was thus thrown upen s cxs g
poatal serviees,  The Elands poscsced Do
e towns, Kirkwall and Soromness, eqch
l'.ljl.-IJ-II_II'I.': l\.'l.i1|' A |.|,.|||-k|_'a.||' '_:l-l\;.lal Um'.,.':, |_|l_u|,-
minster, and micdeat stact 3 bt 1|'I.r'|'-|:|__:||r}||_l_ s
ather islands wers scartered mmesrons sib-
mnes affices, mmost of thern housed ina small
shop ot some kind, where pestal basiness was
handled a5 a sideiine,

il ecricn sl delivery of el presenied
g oifficule problem al the bese of tiecwes, for

e

Cekoey was so ook up by the sea that the
el divest moute too mmary onchyng postal
dammicts was by oy or mowang-baoat, Some
of these obstacles i cgyg bhad alecady been
surmounted by e wse ol abeeall @ indeed,
Cirkney can boast of being the Orse pasial
areqy i Gueal Builain o estallish a Jl.'!ﬂl.ll.ill.'
interal .'|i|-||_|_,;|_|_ a:[\.jl_‘\c_

l.’j-n-n thia ermnte and -.-.]rlr:l-‘.- s tiererl
m:n;n'u:nir".' theme desaerdoed it T a I1'||'|I:|E::.-'
hst of irfantry anldicrs, Ack-Ack EURners,
:-are'.'l.r:.h'lighr nnira, dreck Tabanrers, ard onn-
tractor's prngs canstracring arradromes and
ereciing huts,  The Mavy, of course, were
there zlready, for the Flewe had long been
Ll :ll.:a.-:irpl.ﬂ.rhe-r.-; of the Home Fleer,

All this esalesd chramer receved leteers anl
pareels o busme, sl sent even miore lelers
aad pareels in retwn. (Eggs, 0 appears,
hecame & mast peanmtinent avtiele of cxport.)
Between tgas and 1942 the numer of parcels
deliversd annually grew [om go000 b
g oo, with leter-mail increascs no pro-
purtion, This conferred wpon Stromness Past
Ciffice the dubbious distioction of I'.ﬁing e
ahees which shasve] thie givnlesl inermase ol
busines in all Scocland, At one timme ne
less tham hfty different Sermnce anits were
sereling an ordery eack morning o ezl
for meandl. Savoresare was the ponsrestion crenterd
Ty thse ernmsaries b cwe couneer Chat ther
saattabions had o e *f stagseered

The ::lLiL'rd]mL:uh'}': as wsual, was Lo Hilllll'l'
suffieieal sL:LI]; e in wm-liﬂ}:, as sl ol us
have geod cous: o know, aelp s haed to g
and easy to Jose,  The tivst defection rom
the rinks hod already ocourred, tor at the
eathreak of war ane of the mt:ll rlerks at
Stronmerasss s _'i-::-irlhci up ek :Ii:-;.'l.p[a-e-.u.r\-r.d
oreerseas, o He s since gained the Militry
Mexdal for 1:l:l||.=]:|i-::ul.||.|:1 Hi.‘l.!.'.i.‘lllll':\.'.. Lirics roan=
ferving distinction upen 2s former profosion ;
Bt his depertuce at thae tiowe reduweed the
avalable stafl a0 Siromacss by gg5 per cent.)

Ar the work grew D0 owas foamd poeslals G
a e o omake <hit owith i:m-_.*q and parts
timers,  But the boyvs achleved military age
aod vanished into the blue, while the part-




tuner: Became  whole-timees, st rates far
Levond anyihiog that the Past Chhee crmbid
olfee, o the dockyard ar with the comtriset s’
gangs.  Inthe end the bulk of che ok wiss
teken over, as slsewhers, by woonen, amd
cavries out with remarkable dTicieney wd
arit,  Saldizrs s
servacs here,

s did particulardy gosl

Eraphasis shoold Tee laid oo Qe gei, Joe
the  work was andoows and "..L'l.l:-'.‘F.‘i'.l'lj:.
Cheerinne, s such, ceased 19 exist. Tarepry-
Eexly just svene on wntil & meil was cleared,
itomeieln b wevasds Dreaklast-times  nese
mwinzg. Upon & sngle olght dorving the
Chrigaang acazen o 140 o less fhan boos
aneke ol moil srers handlead 39 Serormoess Post
e aloas,

Aoanther s I'|"R.'.1||il'|l_: |_-.-1'n::-|ﬂ-m ik Ehe
pravistan af aecomrmsiation fir tha Trags.
EFaveey spure orrmer wias ublis ol Tasth Tz
sortitar amil storiner —eyclosstuals,  garages,
Wou rannol leave His
Majesee™s dlails Ivige aboutl 1 the open)
Fasty-walls were Loan down, plez-shed agosm-
vrelaiion Legged or bozeaweed.

]'l::ll.l:u:_ll.-l.'l weas o fucther |_|_i_|:'_|_-|_|_'|::.-_ Letters
conddd teavel b air, but maresls had vo e
coaveysd acrass the Pentland Dicth by the
passeagzer and mail drifier S8 Oda, and somes-

oven renrT 18 =TS

The tidal rece of Seann

trmies the 13itl= s|'|'i-_.-.- coald nat accemrmodate
sl the il Here the Services: were ":'I[:-'"Il_
as well they might B An .'|]|r:a::|.| L
Twrevolent Mivvemment Uifiver was sually
sufflicient v gavenes: spiece for scrplus aoecl-
Teags in the wffctael Foorysstcaomer whick plaad
daaly Beveacen Strocnoese and Sowbace, the
sailbead o Catduwez:,  Indeed, Dricnclly co-
opcralion was the coder ol the day, and the
geciet ol sucecs, i Orkiney, oo irst oo lasr

Umnre af the stvercsr mns he=adaches
inemrred by the postal aathorities at chis
fime orose Toe o swercslor obEserminnred
v w lenewvolvnt devowe of Acoe Welfare
that soldiers should |'-c:|.'|i:1|l.|' all their lesters
and parnecls, “as T aleays do

As oa dicect sopssquence die awnsler ol
seasterad Leters postod o Ockoey oo yoear
quanped Do abeot j.000 w300, aed of
paveels [eom G0 to over Gouocs, with cogrne-
aponding ncreases uwpon the Snwarnd couse,

As explained elsewhere, every lefler and
pareel sent by oregistered prar bas teo b
separately handled and entered i a beol
s the extri straln impesed upon post-odics
weorkers by this well-rneaning but catastrophic



Sy cruscbray

grunsel can be wnagined, Ther: was a nighe
vpwen wliel i special armexe in Stromness
Past C¥Ics e wside for registered Tetwers and
paresls wos Alled thrics fom e sigle asal,
and the worl wernt onountil daylighi.  Che
woman membor of the st came oo duaty
at two a'clock that sfternoon and oiled wnel
seven 'eined nexl merming. She conlEsed
afterwards that she retained ne reecdlestion
woitlever as to hoey she gat hnme R ghe
was back on duty again a2 pom,

Avotier wnd urforczeen complication was
[ureishicd by 2 phepomesal s in che
number ol |!'|I‘gl':'.'_:l.".- l'lll:l:ll.":'!'-llr:!l'r':. cles-
patcaed, especially from one distrier - che
newly jumpodeup port and base of Lynes

In gad Lvacs was a solitary, snipes
tanmted =3t of land projectivg inm the Flow
Iraam cie gsland of Hov, nppesice Flotta, By
Uz ened of 1042 iT was cntirely covered by a
aprawling U Dccwu-town V' o’ WNissen b,
:l'.'l.'.h::!-:.-:, Aerricks aned ail L ks, |.|.|tp:||‘|r:|' wih
a clmrch, & e, variows welfare cstabilis -

LB

mends, and, of course, aopoct oflice. Tt was
propled by soldiers, RKival Marines, Wers,
dockyard workees, and omreactors’ ganes
vreazer i erecting s and laviag out
audrones—a total running into several
thonsands,

Al wore expatciaies, vud ol fr an indet-
rie pariod from their kith and kin . el
they soon contractes the habic of sl ingr
heme 4 considerable portion of their workly
pay. The mosr eomvenicnl wiy of putcieg
Lhis enemrnendable practice o sfecr was Ly
telegraph miner-order,

Each and all of these SECIRGOINI®S WeTe
dealt with as they aross, and by G el of
inga had becon dalv orramsleeed fom the
regriom of hasty impresvisation to the leaten
pach of regular rovtine.

But there was one emenzency for which,
lJJ::ﬂ:I';h it mewer aroac, s earefol [rrovELon
hacl e T made, and tual was the possible
invasion and occupation of Orkney itself

Chibamey ared Shecland, it should he noted,




wers undsr the supreme control of the Royal
Mevy, the Army and Ajr Foree mbmitdng
themselves in cthe authoricy of * dees,™ the
Soclemiral [:n-mmnn-:'.ing Chrlerey amd  Slict-
land 3 amd rher sochoriey had Tand i down
thatt ¥m the event of ETETILY -:_:u,:-l,:l.l.]:l::'.il.‘rl'l. ol the
Crrlmey gronap az many of the vl populaticn
as posahle were we b evacoaod o some of
the: moce distant slands,

Here was another and almost final straw
for the broad back of 1he Head Postmaster,
Ior o tranaterence of populatian to dresh felds
involves ths raosference mo fofo of that
'|:-.:-'|:.|_1]9|:i.:11‘5 F-'l's.hl amentties, amdl sl thiat
the term cmplies,

Ho oa Provisiomal Dvacoadon Form was
isstiecd o each Fonschold conocened, an which
prospective evacuess wers nvited 1o state
i g, calling, aod prefecenc: e ihis
sland of refire or that, They wees okl
whiat ta takewith Jeegn in the Wiy af espential
dvicszewenits l:":]l."i-l.l:l-l.l'l..'_-:: ihey were even
sk F ey wished o be accomoanied b
dogs, cats, or otlher per animals,  Finally,
they wore reminded o turn off the s, water,
and clectriciey befors locking up and assemn-
bling cn karkwall Fier

1o due conrse the forms weee billed an aand
returmed, anel the whale seheme, duly eur and
crignd, wis laid Ly againsd ultimate emer-
gney, Prowvision wis alsa weds Dy e Posg
{Mbze dor o large supply of dhalling sod s-
ponny posta. orders, inocesc e oaaghl eeey
well happent e supply of chanze gheald
run short,

Tons parctzeular smergeney, a3 it happened,
NCYED Arosc.

| Y

Ml=ntion has besn made moaore than anee of
the completeness of Labson maeintained a0 all
times  hetween the Poe Offce and e
HBervices, Ao dlos Driogs us 0 the pactiealar
relarionship cxisting o Oekoey between the
Peest CTice azd the Boval Mawvs,

T bcapee o Uee =ailon b= on e warer, anrl
his fregquent gedngg and comings rake

Aeml with the awngning rreeils fon

difficule to arrange for any rogular delivery
or colleetion of his medl.  So speaial provision
had o be oade fon this Ooatiog popalation,

AMail desitoed for che land-deelloss w
Lymeza and elacsvhere was disembuoked ad
Stromness (which lay outsdde the boom
which guards the Flow) and distriboged from
the Stromoess Fost Office. Bt the Naval
post office lay within che Flow itself, npon
Liee foeeoer Clape liner Drnfuss Caclfe, the Fleet
Mail-shig, zo called, and o ez you could
buy a staep, scod & telegram, o ever teles
pheone, £ casily as oo shore.

Dbeersye her now a3 she les at anchor a
rontles o s oul Gous Dvwess, wich lavoclves aand
plekel-Eoats dustcesd round hee Tike chickens
ronid A hene Tt aa thieee oclack s che alier-
s and & !'m.r*r.ii::l'.lnrly h':l.'-ly rroraent, e
the irwsrd mail has r\-.-\r.i-nrh_.' acriverd src 1h|:'
antward mail iz r\-.-nﬂ}.r for nhi]‘lmﬁnr

Within the space upon her after-deck,
specizlly encloeed for the purpese, lie the
acwly armreesd mailhoes, cach elcarly marked
wilh thee mme of the shap te whiack o s con-
signed,  [Wo list made e acruainiance of
these, 1 owill be emembered, ar Mownt
Pleaeant.] Some of them can and will be
disgributed focthwith | the rest mvst weail,
for the various units of the vase Homes Fleer
are very selddom all at home mgecher, To-
-.".‘.".';, lor instange, o |'I-.*.'-1m:.-r~|ﬁ a0 e
stem 2 douhiless r.'m}' are hllrr'lng L dsmnia
soriewh BT, OF rii'.r-.-.-'.f'mf:' a party ol the coaan
of Morwray,

But wherever they are and shatever rhey
are ||-e|11'|-'[: nre 1'h'i1'|r:' B rerizing. When r"n-_',.'
rebern [exhabiting posslily soree honoorabhle
sears|, the frst thing thisy will clamear for g
mail. 5o the Post Offiee alwasys cndesonrs
i be peady, yoa, more than veady, [or these
importapate elients  As often &5 ool the
birst sight which rests a retmraing Howlla =
the 1eet Meil dritt=r chugging out to mwet
it, loaded to cnpacity with mailbags,

And, of course, e Dugfeer Carts hag 1o
Thwse are
cwen nonw being stoawced in the bl o e
& Nigian, the Pleet forrvship, Iying alomg-

Lt



I Rerindarras Meadl for the Fleet on IS, ¥ Dumdece Castle

siele mned all =t v wo. The Llost modlbar =
Lbetng lowered and the leavesporty ace on
board,  fThe 50 Nwiae combsizses the afices
al leave-slap amned il casriee, )

Preseotly the halches are closed.  The
ceowded litde ship easts looe and mowves
slovwly aff towards the sulemarine gatewny
which guards Heoxa Seund, on her shore bt
not alwave tranguil voyage o Sorabster,
Eleve the leave-party + be transerred to
Jr'lli-:_'n-:‘- ot rather IF W5 l_',-'.':'.!'l';ﬁr_ the ERITERS
traim which Tans ri:l'i'h_,- fromn Thursa fo

[omcdon, on the frlng\e‘:: |;|'|'r|'|||:_g'|'. _"|||'|1'||-:":.' 113
[areat Thitain,

With them will teavel the malbags, con-
veving mesages of cominct and cheer 1o
countless sweethearts amd wives,

oy

e otker enterprise should  here he
mentioned in waich Navy and Posc Oifes

jid

mperated in close accord —the intercestion of
conTaaanid

i I1|'-.'|'.:-_:'I'|n1|1 the war, ol 1 martirzlar in
the davs prior e Pearl Hechowr and s
historic sequel, an unending gullsiream of
aterial,  thal 'i-:, of
value o eneeny war effort—Ilowed stealthily
across the Monh Atlanue in neuiral vessels
Lioundd for oieuteal ports, there o be redirecoed
to Crervmany.,  These articles came not only
in parcels and packes, bureven by eter post,
Manw, of a bulkier neture, were smugaled
acrtes wieler ked manifess and  hills ol
|:l-'.'2:.||;_.'.

Sammectinee: the contraband oeak human
shape, Many a stoker or foc'sle hand with a
Swedish name ard no papers consrved by
this route o convey himsell o his nacave
Germany, thers ta 2dd hamself v the forres
of Hitlerism,

S the Brtizh Naval Conteaband Contesl
Service got o work, with headouarers at
Kirkwall, monvemiently  siwated  on the

combraband  arheles




esern aide of Mairland, In ther spuest fi
comraliod conveved by mall they matierally
T :|ni||_-;'_ and Teceived e
LT

Fhe procedurs wos sioople and wniforn,

aid ul' the P

<] of ten men ar

winlid antercept and loard

v onaval officer, with 5 gus
a ship from
which watl wiss roche rosesd (oe cxsnnination.
Hanchies : witken off and the mail o
¢ prosence of the ship's officers,
n the drifter whick eerved as wader. The
Brinsh oficsrs checked the bags as they Lefi
the hold—ithers rmight e as many as a
thensznd of these—and handed a receipt o
the chief officer of the ship,

Al Rirkwall the lender was met by Past
OMice lorries,  The bazs swers then e-
checked, ehis v Ly che officer and she Post
Office official joludy.  The sl official
then sigmed a peg and the respronsibili y
ol e My
resbipenent

But though the procedure was simple its

%=

terred, in

-1,
il untl time came

The Astraieed inseecia the ol

2 ; i
mp lications were vot,  Bezqeh fos condealind
it interscly wriatng to newtzals, capecially
1 well-dipesed oeatrals carrving mnoeen

fnzistenee om the RBight ol Searen

CEFEOea.
at sea has procipicoed seriogs wars Leline
Ffiyy R LT | ve '\-\.I'.'III'H.IIII" o b Ll
bt ;II-.:'L'i'\-i'i-l' Anslo=American ll"'-.._| Ill. Ly,
."\.I'l-:'l-u- l'll'l'll":;_':l'_; |':'|:|_l,i-':-||-:
in 15— 16—a Fact
of which Bratish svssitors 10 the Unioed Siates
during that period were made  paindidly

WU,

and it abraiped

almest 1o breaking-point

fut 1t has 1o be done, and the nen whe do
il mmast he sndowed with certzin rc'||'_-='|:-i¢|,,f:|,|5
qualities,  The two 5 are patiencs
and pood humour in bandlice the genseal
&l on, and the wimesl expedition in the
cxamination of the maul iscll,. And sp
efficiemly amd tactfully did the Navy and
Past Oflice wark woeether that |,|:;--:, conlrived

RS L

[1aim1 it 1o lase o discluag e e uspensi e

esk with the mmimum of

lriclion vr dalay,

(ds
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There ave no teeds in Orkoey, but foeday
there is o wealth of eelegraph-poles, and their
prescnec s symbolic of the acicnnlic oorecle
which his been achisved,

In 1z Orkney had, of course, long been
conpected with Bootland and Shetland by
cithle, though it was not a cable thar could
accommaodaie 8 rush of walle ; and there
wiax an adegquate internal  elegraph and
telephone service within the Chkoey growp
il The oumber of telephone instraments
then installed worked our at about seven o
cach ten square miles. To comerol s
servicr inoaggeg A staff of four sufficed. In
14 1730 engincera, clectricians and lincmen
were regquieed ;o W owhiom must be added
sorme forty [alisn prisoners of war employed
as labourers.  The oumber of elepions
instrirments in nperation new averaged abor
5o to each ten square miles.

O ool the earliest aml meost lnborious tasks
to be undertaken in rg30 a8 a preliminary
to s vast scheme of expamsion was thae of
Tavingz o continuous underground cable right
round Hcapa Flow, a perimeter of alwou s
Tinedris] emaliss. Tor unwingd a0 stilt cable
from itz drum and lay it down evenly and
Iastingly calls [or skilled enafisrmanshop and
considerable technical equipment, including
a powerlol meotor-lractoer. An earthenware
duce s alss desivabile, shrough which to
thread the cable, )

But bew ol these celimmmients were availables
g, For chew wers move wegencly necded
elacwhers ;a0 the sl lengibs of cable wers
cBures] eougrhly underground, che worelling
drum being pushed by hand o even towed
Loy o,

To-clay everyehing is in place.  The calile,
cotnlortaldy cradled and Tong apo duplicaced,
extenils mighs round the Flosw, taking oo the
water when it comes o a [eeevecrossing, and
mainiaining an anbroken cireoit, 1t forms
the muclens of a vast netwark of teleensm-
meation through which  every Ack-Ack
hattery, every searchlight sive, every naval

- e

ard military operations room, every radio-
Incation station or cable hut, cven warships
at anchor in the Flow, can communicate with
o another and, indeed, with statos Tar
bevond  the bounds of Crckney, bBorh by
telephone and telegraph,

Let us conclude with a Dwiel e of
inEposticn,

We will begin with a short visit to one of
the Post (MTice cable huts, set inoa quiet
corner of Mainland,  Within this hut the
shore-ends of the calles are actacleed o the
submmarine  cuables  proper, Along  thess,
telephone and telegraph messages can Lo
transmitied w Seotland, Bhecland, and tiny
Faar Isle, lying midway between Cekney and
Shetland. To Scodamd Aftv speech-channels
aned thirty-five telegraph—chonnels are avail-
able ; to Bhetland sixtoen and (fteen respecs
tively, and o Fair Isle three and three,
Cinly four of these, all told, were o cxistenee
before the war

The wvita! importance of this unpretentious
building lics i the Gact chat b constitubes a
Lotdeneck. A skilful saboreur given a free
hand  hers for fve minules could  tsalate
Urkoey  frome the oweside world  pretey
thoroughly, =0 iv is guarded all round the
clock by & detail of Militery Police, assisted
by watchdogrs

MNemr, following the Land-calle backwanls
wveards 1ts source, we comes o che Bcapa
vircle and the Flow itsell

On the wavy we will pav a visit (o o
substantial cxmonfiaged building known as
the Communications Crnre—or liss respert-
Tully, ™ Gaumont Brivsh,™  "Lhe uppesr part
is occupied by a large hall, similar in apprar.
ance and Lavowt o one of the Fighter Contral
Blatiops established throughout Briain al
the beginning of e war e deal wath visies
from hesule aircraft,  [Thers is a similar
bt much larger centee in (e undevgeonnd
fortress which we wvisitedd at Dover)

Wisafs in their Blue shivesleeves sic round
o huge cable whese wp s oa largescale map
of the Orkney area, plotting the course of any
aireraft in the neighbouwrhood. Each girl



wienra esTpiones which ieep her in touch
withy vapious sparecs of outside information
and whenever she oeeives warning of an
snemy [or for that matter friendly) visita-
tion, she poaces a purnlered colowrsd ebip
oy printer on e map o indice e tie position,
altitude 2l number of the visicanis, OOving
it about from time to e, with a sore of
croupiers rake, in accordance with e
promptings of Rardar,

The szere rother msombles that in e
Crperations Koom ol the Coastal Coatsol
sz ot the botoo of the Mineo-Eiglo
Steps—with ehiz portand difference.

Im " Gavrnund Beitizh ™ we are dealing oot
with ships hut acioplapes, and @ placacd
saving ' Sitadien w10 o’ would he
|:|_{-|"||'|;|i;\;:ﬁ|':lr i_n.'_l.ll.'l.lll:lll" . frr the sttuation
fiees has tn he ;urapp:cci,:atrﬂ nel [ram hou
to henr kot feom minute to minate.  Lhis
duty is peroemed by an ingenions systemn of
coloar clhange, thus -

Upomn the wall 5 a large clock, it fuce
divided into twenty sectors covering throe
minutes cach,  Fach seetor s distinguished
(rean the next by breong coloured i o different
hue, which gives the clock-facs @ ploasanly
harlequin exprosion.  While  the minuec
bl s passing through (aay] o ved sevisrn,
all e chips on the anap have o carcy = vl
gy or lahel. The moment it passes inta (he
pest sector— blue, pochaps—rhe airls rowsd
il rakl= iTm:l-::ﬂiul.l:]*_r sxchange thoe: ped Lage
for blue; and so oon oall mound the clock,
Tlhus the picture can aever hecome ' stale,”
fier o situation can ever be more than three
maintes ol

LUhe Growp Captain, hmkiog down fram
the mallery above, is furnsied with a com-
plete visual reproduction of the sae o th
hesvvend AL ATy given moend, avd ran take
appropdate acrion,  This he does cither by
seending up fghters or by peesing the wird to
tlie Guam I;-_-I[";uc"-|'|'||i.!j|'|5 Foorm nest d-::-::r:_ whezrs
Rovel Artillery personnel stand waiting, in
direct (clephonic sorrnunication witl e
Ack-Ack hatreries. Too these balterics the
Avtillery gommender can pass the necessary

dircetions, and a seres of eoloured fashes
[am an elecwic chart of the oo sives shivms
when and how often they aee fived,

Orne last word showld be added beee about
that unzinny deviee which enahles a defend-
inr fiorce o dewees e proximive of hostile
aireraft or submacines—or, for that matter,
irelwerge.  In other words, Radiolocation, or
Radar. The Post (Oice assated with i
development of Kadar, fwed much special
subsidiery squipment at Radar stations,
irgralled large munbes o elephone Lo
lelwesn  hrse  stations sngd  the  varnoue
camtteel centres wilising their services. Io
addition 10 chis, the Poer Office engioecr:
drveloped  and  installed  eqpripment for
calenlaring  the  position aarl hewght =
pircraft from the data xiven b the Badar
receiver 3 destgned and  Ated e aEria.
switching mechanism ; and even deviser
equipieent which snzbled the * caloulator,”
witlan: huamean imfervendicn, to Tansmil s
results oo distan: peins by eleprincer,

VIL
Let us

Pn"-']?'ll:.

Mo we came 1o the Flowr iesalf,
cmbark upen HM  Tirifrer i Joram
andd take o shorl cewize among the shipping,
3‘-’1‘.11‘ ill'lll. Hl:rlﬂl'.'..

Upon the leward deck of mest of the
larger warships veu ey belald a coloused
buaewe, from which 2 shim, snake-like length of
ralle deseends over the stde [mio pas water,
This i3 the ship's wleeomninicaiion Tok.
Ag apop 83 she armves i g Flew the ooy
is hoisted on hieard and contact establistund
with the eurside woeld,  Post Odfiee afficials
sitll relate with pride b “he fime Areerican
ship-ol-war to anchaor in the Flow waas put
inin dirers felephionie communcaien wicth
the Moy Deepeariment  ar Washangicen in
X nr‘rh_,.' six mrleE.

The summil of achierement, however, in
the rmacter of mmaval telecommuonication is b
he fand, paturally, oo boad he ['Ln.g:-i"'.ill:
Fimg Geage the Fifth (this wes in 1944 —oc

LR



mare familiarly, £Gs.  In her Bignals room
vird will ke shown & swilchboand trom whizh
che Commander-in-Chiel aad his safl can
comrauticale by wlograph wr telephone with
any ocher station cn slog or shore, Thees
15 Pven @ teleprinies in direct communicarion
with the Admiralty in Whitchall, cwver whizh
the C-in-, can transact the Eamines: of the
Haozrw: Flees 1 length for a3 long ax the Ty
lics upan bisforedeck—and sa long as the Prose
CMlice can matniain the cabls in wicking
order.

This is rol alwavs easy, for the Jife of a
Senpe. enble = osubject o cemain haeacds,
EBig ehipe dragging anchor in heavy wenther—
and e woather e the Plase can be Wiy
heavy indeed—are wpt o Fesch ap shoet upon
what & first thoaght o be o good helding
hottom, but which tums our o be a length
of Post Office property, suffering  fram
cisplacement, undue tonson, aml oecasiona)
alirazion,

Fhat accavors foc (he * puler ™ anchored
out chere in the Flow, ving a signal which
incicrtes that she 38 Y Nl wnder Proper
et As o omatier ol [acl she 15 under
perfeet contred, and che signal mencly means,
Y By o plessse kees clear 7y for she 3 the
Post Office Cable Repair Ship, (i,
engaged wpon one of her sverlasting first-aid
iote.  Bhe has Dshed up s damaged section
of cable, and s busy healing its wounds and
cotrettg “ fauls 7 cogendered oy oo
imUate contact with the Hukes of someleady
~lar’s aheer Ak,

Dosw we land at Tarmess Taer amain, for e
aave one final call w miake, on the messive
dat-roofid building hallfway up the hillside
abowve the part, which attracied ous atention
when first we ser evea on it and has exeired
ir curdisity ever since.

The luilding is windowless, and as fazr oas
ane can ser, docrless, escept e owlal looks
like o row of prorthnles along the upper foor.
T point of farct t|'|=1l,-' lighe the eveie and hopd:
guerters of “ Acss 7 himself, the Adaral
Commiarsding Chrlirev  and  Sheidland—ihe
cprosite nunber, as it weee, of the C-in-C.

al

Hoane: Flest, whose Flazship we e just
wisiLed,

Lhe lvwer part of the building is @ Homne
of Hush.,  As uososl, ic s arulicially it
vembilatind wiwd beated, snd i lnmaces live
and work in complete seclusion  from the
oulside werld in oo fastaese repdered seoure,
wy [ar as s h‘““"‘“"."- reasihle, from Bombs
and shell-fire 1 for hearsin 8 contaned the
brain and nervecentre of the whole Orkrey
Lefenee Bcheme,  Trs most prominent fature
iz a telephone switchboard, operated Ty
Wrers this dme.  There is 2lso 2 teleprinter
exchange 1o which units wisning o relegraph
at lengtn can apply fur the nest fres sive

Finallv, on wscending o the dat ol
whirh commands 2 gloricus view of Bapa
Flow and the swrrounding islands, won wll
fird the Radio Stabn supplemented by o
st of deckhouse epuapmed o transrait, Trom
a gigantic Morse {lash-larnp, signal visiblc
e reiles am clear weathes,

“In other words,” remacks the Sirnals
DmL'L'J.' Y l::h.'-‘|Tgl_"'I LH B el et ] .e":|||:||'r'|1:|-|ii_-'_a1'{|-
(van bere by releptone, wlopriuwr, wireles,
Buezer or wisual, with almost anywhere, ™

WVIIT

Juch iz the history of the gecat selfe
eontiined, Orknzy Dieferee Scherme bl op
hetween 140 and 1gee ; and of its unigue
teleermmunications systeim.  Thus equipped,
the Chreadian forteess, even i cut off by the
ey trom all conlact with Grear Ticain,
could  hawve  contiaued 0 function  and
ogezrate, like Malea, od pindium,

Thi: Pese Oifice szall which conerilaated sa
notably to the perfsction of the seheme was
housed in its own Hestel—a pleasant lir)e
quadrangle of white one-morcy buildings,
complete with sleepans quarzers, dining-halls
and recreatlon-moms for asouer a0 haodesd
workers ol vaties grades—sixteen Engineers
I AR s, twenty pastal stall, aond sou
sevenry skilled cogioesring workmen

Lastly, il vou pay a wisit roothe Tiile ele-
phone exchange of adincent Kirkwall, you



tay mect A lady supervisor who wes the firsr
W peeeive A deeorasion fur cserying on with
Post Office moutine unflisehiagly dutdne an
air-eaid—abant the firsl airraid in which
bornbs  woer -:'r:l||':-.“~:'] on  British =oil-—on
March :|F|'|‘|: 1540, Cortain of her I'I'|'|¢‘i'-=.:II-'H
wire alss eited for braseery,

I have set down this Circadian sga m
comlderable detail and of set prorgaese lae o
rrawne,  The [osl
conccntralion of effore, energy and foree i1

% that I:I'li.'. ot i o s L R

this arest - =0 remore, et s danserously olose

dunng the mest cricical vears of che war
has never, so far, Tcen revealod v the Breitish
people ; the second, ihal i Quraishes =
j.li-:'l wie in mminiatiee of Combined l'_]:_':c[".fi s
b all three Services with the Post (Moo
acting a: & fourth, bur by no mcans
51':;|ﬁ:'ﬁ1:-'\-11'5_ wheel o the coach,

The ;_-:nr:. of the Oknew Diefenoe Scherne
5 fr~|u1|'|r~r| nosw, ek s :'m_p-n tor ever. Bul
they were great days while they lasted.

HoE 2 iy tienrmpe b




7 he Summing Up

s s o tile—the cal= of howe the Fost
CHhce seent i W, I_'r_,- I'.q'.'.l:!,‘ sewy ol aer,

Noavernpt his Beenorande mopick out any
geong or ndividozl for speaial eommmendae
tion ¢ icdesd, neda single neme i menioned
in this pavealwe 3 ool wlial has been sad of
the fmar poes Jov all. Teamwork bas beon the
kep-word—or, I vou preler b, Comblioed
Chperalidus.

As alrepdy noted, 73,000 men and women
of the T'oet CHiice joined the Services on the
cmthreitt of war, or scon afrer.  Of thess
wlie will never rerurn. OF those who re-
mairieed i Pose Olee service W 1he D
front, 'pr:rprm.'l.llg.' r_xp}aﬁ'l o whar mn ¥ [
deserhed as civilian war-rishs, a further jr3
gravve thoeir les,

It shoaldd be added thas in the cmirse of the
war vvier jun decoratiors and awasds were
conferred wpon Pest Ofic= workess of oll
arades,

Thes peeeooe o0 (e weill be prorpe Luzied, no
douly, e Roll of Honour, Bt the glory
ancdl the prase Belong oot o them alons
bt g all who seewved,

ITeve o special woud st be sabd roganling
the prenlin serviee and  serifice of Fost
Cxbiee enployees, i common with all other
reprasentativeg of soganised Labeus, during
the pastsie vrars—ervics, bociuse all cheved
the rall of naticnal Sury without geestion,
and sacrifice becavae, in the sourse of that
hutw, thev were called upon to surrendsr, for
it mine Being, moch peronanl fresdam af
actiom aml  eerain banl-won rights and
privalepes,

Thowsand  of Trades  Tlmniooses Rt
rveguired, Tike the sest of s, o su'amt them-
aclves to ' diveetion ™ oo dotics which they

[l L e L P

would pot lave chosen Doe Uicmselves, aod
further, w abandan theiwe chershed ol o
proteet their o ezeests by the esualslislued
princdple of eolleciive berpnining.  And gdoee
Dewzan Loy seas ol siake e il gaon
hemttais ¢ thoy pun their rghis and proaleges
initn el alopngs T the daeatian an:d :'u]u_:r!_rlu_-_;',
their whale cne TCY i the eomimsn cause,
The el svas dokal 1.r'u:|:-:'||';.-'. wirn by A unzied
narinm,

o= Post { Mffice warkeras wene tn warls [l
the rest.  How ther cnitted themselves 2
recorded in chese pages.  From fiese to las
they cicd whitever waz asked of them, and
tiwtrre, whether their stavon was up on the
l‘rri.-ﬂgi: i dlevwen Lielor e wisierline,  he
ahlp wens fwand, and hae was all hey
cared elwoul

In ape pont oonly they adheesd sesalicelye
to umicn traditton—in making peovison Loz
the reliel of distress within thelr own cam.
munity.  Throughout the war a geoerous
fund was maintained from the remlar conor-
butions of all concerned, to provide aid and
gombort for the ':|!‘]'Il:"'rli|iLrI'F of Mt e

gecwarntds who bradd st ceewe hves oversess oy
their hoaes  thesegh cosmy aciion over
Britain.

Their sty s all ola preice with che general
spirit of that time—od the epic of the Six Year
Yar. Much of that eple will remaln voseng,
5ill, Post Office workers—regular,  wm-
porary, paci-tinee owill he well cooenn
remember that  thrmughost trating
yezars, despite shovtage of staflall raund, lack
O EERNCINCE  LIDOng  many, ar okl .":I'l'l:l'
inberferenze from firse 1 lost, they kepr rhe

Ladan

whieels 1.urr|5r|ﬁ' and the r:h:.p I e on
wnlal ".';I":l.l:'.ll':.' davwred or a -:|1'i|_'."::¢1'| |_|'.|_1:

thankial world.
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