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The Post Office Went to War

This month's archive is a new item which we received in September 2010. It is a booklet entitled, "The Post 
Office Went to War" by Ian Hay, published in 1946 by HMSO. In his foreword in the book, the author states 
that he was requested by the Postmaster General to compile "this little record of Post Office service 
during the years of the war" in order to highlight the wonderful work done by the Post Office in hard times. 
He goes on to say that "I rise from my task a confirmed Post Office fan".

The chapter I have copied to you describes Orkney's contribution to this task. Other chapters in this 94 
page booklet cover London, General Post, Military Mail, Wires and Wireless, Engineers and Calais View. 

If you would like to see the rest of the booklet, please pop by and ask for reference D1/1094

Other archives we have relating to the Post Office in wartime are:

D87/3 Post Office Records 1913-1947
 Decisions, Instructions, Orders, Kirkwall Office  

D87/4 Post Office Records 1926-1947
 Decisions, Instructions, Orders, Kirkwall Area  

D87/6 Post Office Records 1940-1945
 Post Office daily diary  

D31/20/3/46 Ernest Walker Marwick Collection 19 Jun 1969
 Award of British Empire Medal to Isaac Moar, Post Office, Hoy  

OSA/373 Orkney Sound Archive c.1980-1993
 ROSIE, Alan Topics: Demob, journey home, restless, finding work, post office telephones, 

Suez crises, pulling a flanker, borrowed feathers, gunnery changes, Suez crises, hailstones,
sunburn, malaria.  

 
Audio cassette:  Summary of contents and transcription available.  

 Mr Rosie was born in 8 High Street, Kirkwall in 1919 youngest of 10 children, father 
belonged to St.Margaret's Hope, mother Foubister, East Breckan, Holm. Father a tailor to 
trade. During WWII he worked on several wartime projects before joining the 226 HAA 
Battery at Rysa, Lyness.  






























