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Notice to Mariners – Kirkwall – Public Traffic Regulations 
by Order of the Naval Officer in Charge, Kirkwall, Orkneys.

This is a new accession which is part of a large collection of booklets and 
documents deposited by the Director of Harbours in December 2009. This is 
such an interesting little booklet, as it describes precisely to vessel owners the 
complicated procedures involved in what to do and what not to do in Kirkwall 
Harbour during World War II. 

It is interesting to see the lengths the Admiralty went to in order to maintain 
security, e.g. “all lanterns are to be fitted with screens arranged so as to cut off 
the light at an angle of 20 degrees above the horizontal” and “small craft moving
at night without lights will be treated as hostile” and “disobedience will render 
a Merchant vessel liable to be fired on”. Scary stuff!

Some of the other items in this new collection are: Orkney Harbours Act, 1887 - 
Chapter cixii - An act of consolidation under one management the harbours and 
piers of Kirkwall, Scapa and Holm and of Gill, Whitehall (Stronsay) and Kettletoft
in the county of Orkney; for the amendment of the Acts and Provisional Orders 
relating to those harbours and piers and for other purposes; The Kettletoft Pier
Order, 1882; Photocopy of article "Opening of Scapa Pier" Orcadian 5th June 
1880 + Harbour Trustees mtg article (2 copies); Whitehall, Stronsay - Order for 
the enlargement maintenance and improvement of the pier and harbour at 
Whitehall in the Island of Stronsay and County of Orkney., 1879; The Orkney 
Piers & Harbours Act, 1872 (2 copies); Gill Pier, Provisional Order for The 
Construction, maintenance and regulation of a pier at Gill, in the Bay of
Pierowall, Island of Westray, and County of Orkney, 1871-2; Kirkwall Harbours 
Act, 1859.
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